PREV STORY NEXT STORY

LAST IN NEXT NEW TECHNOLOGY: Eco-inventiveness [05-06-2004]

RETAIL SPOTLIGHT:

The next time you lock your keys in the car, refrain from losing your temper. Knock a pre-defined pattern onto the window of your car to miraculously unlock it with Knock-In-Key, Germany’s finest export since Heidi

$170. knockinkey.com.au

ALEXANDER JOO

My Style

Scott Ferguson

Fashion Notes

NEXT site of the week

Site of the Week

TechToys

TechToys

gadgets

Alt.Health

Steve Mann combines ingenuity and politics.

BY JOSEPH WILSON

DIGIFEST 2004: ON THE MOVEAn international celebration of digital culture, Thursday and Friday (May 13-14) at the Design Exchange (234 Bay), Saturday (May 15) at the Ontario Science Centre (770 Don Mills), Sunday (May 16) at Harbourfront’s York Quay Centre (235 Queens Quay West). $140, one day only $50, except May 15 free with Science Centre admission ($18, stu/srs $10), May 16 $30. www.dx.org/digifest

Steve Mann keynote speaker at Digifest tonight (Thursday, May 13), 6 pm, at the Design Exchange. $50.

Steve Mann, the world’s first cyborg, has been called a lot of things: nerd, weirdo, performance artist, mad scientist. But really he’s just a proud

talking about his newly installed exhibition, he excitedly shares a picture of his daughter taking

He’s preserved this moment not because he waited agog with a video camera, but because he watched the whole event, like the rest of his life, through the filter of his WearComp system, a wearable computer 30 years in the making that has become an integral part of Mann’s physiology.

Over one or both of his eyes, Mann wears a rotating fleet of mini-cameras and lasers that constantly mediate the world around him. Through the computing power attached to his body he can filter out obnoxious billboards, see people behind him, surf the Web and even change the colour of

This is all recorded off-site in a cyborg log (a "glog") available for later perusal for interesting

The apparatus has evolved since his days tinkering at MIT, but Mann continues to advocate for the subversive and empowering aspects of technology, whether he’s teaching his course on wearable

NOW | MAY 13 - 19, 2004

VOL. 23 NO. 37

Spin doctor wheeze -- get fitted by a pro and choose non-polluting peddle time Love & Sex

prison is a precious 72 hours but what will we eat, given that our food order has gone completely AWOL? Take 5 Green day think of rolling hills or rolling joints, this colour is a springtime breath of freshness.

Store of the Week Melmira Bra Boutique Beauty Tip Novum Bronzing Powder We want a ...

Jennifer Scott belt Sweet Deals Sweet Deals deals around town Ecoholic Worthy wood question at a time Travel Pride and paradox a blend of arrogance and creativity Television What to watch this week Food & Drink Urban legend Legend chain comes down from the suburbs Food Story Fish dish is delish Food Story Chic Asian tapas a big deal computers at U of T or putting up a

He calls his constant recording "sousveillance" (as opposed to surveillance), and tells me that we place too much trust in governments and

"We [cyborgs] try to bring the cameras down to eye level, away from a God’s-eye view," he says. "Surveillance is very corrosive to a community. We seem to trust authority and be afraid of strangers. I

John Sobol, co-director for Digifest 2004, explains

In his book, Cyborg, Mann offers his own observations on the public’s reaction to his get-up, which ranged from ridicule and revulsion in the early 80s to a more curious response today. But those in a position of power usually do not share the public’s cautious enthusiasm. He was even physically assaulted at the AGO over fears that he

"Is violence the correct response to the possibility

This discussion is brought into sharp focus as we

"You just stole some songs," he says as I walk

"Every time you step on a continent, it downloads an MP3 from that part of the world and plays it," he explains. "These technologies are making geography irrelevant."

www.wearcomp.org

SITE OF THE WEEK: rubberfaces.com

celebrities.

PAGE BACK PAGE FORWARD PRINTABLE VERSION

ALSO BY JOSEPH WILSON:

The plane truth...

* denotes articles in this issue

RECENTLY IN NEXT NEW TECHNOLOGY:

Eco-inventiveness...

news music culture the goods movies listings classifieds contests movie times & reviews savage love archived back issues about NOW advertise with us careers @ NOW privacy policy

CRUCIAL CONTACTS click to send an email to: Letters To The Editor News Tips/Press Releases Entertainment Dept/Press Releases Advertising Inquiries Classifieds Circulation Website Suggestions General Information

LISTINGS SUBMISSIONS (deadline thursday @ 5pm) Live Music Concerts Vibes Community Events & Guides Theatre Dance Comedy Gallery Not listed? Get additional contacts

Search

Search WWW

Search www.nowtoronto.com

Looking for a minisite (TIFF, Record Guide, etc) ?

NOW Online Edition > The Goods Need help with the site?Nicci & Jen or findother contacts